Letter from Emily S. Harris to Leander Harris, June 22, 1862 by Harris, Emily S., c.1835-1866

Transcription:
(on the side of the page) 
I have saved all your letters darling, and have
got the box full you sent the shells in
Hampstead June 22/ 62
My Dear Husband,
I know I did 
wrong in not writing to you last
week, but I have been so worried 
about you that I could not write
and I am none the less so now 
only I feel as though I must write
now or you would think hard of me; 
if you should happen to be where 
you were I heard from you 
before, and receive no letters from
me for so long a time.
You said in the last letter I re-
ceived from you- dated May 16th that 
I should hear from you every week and 
I have placed great dependence on it, 
but have not heard form you for 
almost three weeks. But I know it is
not your fault. and if I could only 
know the cause. They have been tilling
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Mrs. Brewster to console her that 
your regiment has gone to Richmond 
but I don’t believe it, and still it 
worries me. If I know you were in 
that vicinity I shouldn’t take a minutes 
peace of life. There has been so 
many killed there all ready. Many, 
many hearts have had to ache why 
not mine as well as theirs. I have 
felt so easy about you since you 
went away that I ought to expect 
a change; and you have been such a 
darling to write and assure me of 
your safty that it has been worth 
everything to me. I have always hoped 
you wouldn’t be taken prisoner above 
all things, for I know it would be worse 
than death to you. And though there 
would be a faint hope that I might 
see you again, your mind would suffer 
so much, beside what you would suffer 
from want that, it would be worse for 
me to know you were there, than 
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to know you were--- Oh I cannot 
write the word, it must not be 
either. I will not think of it till 
I am obliged to
I received the money you
sent, night before last and the books
I haven’t read any in them yet I have 
been so busy. I feel while I am writing 
just as though you would never get 
this in the world and I don’t feel 
a night like writing everything that 
happens ^hapens as I usualy do and I believe
I wont try till I have a letter from you
The children remember you as though 
they had seen you but yesterday, and 
there isn’t a day passes but they speak 
of you. Josie goes to school part of the 
time. She went to singing-school yesterday
and spoke a piece. Annie is ever proud 
because she can take care of her
I took the oppertunity to write while
the children were out strawberrying 
with their grandmother, but they are
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are coming for I can hear Annie singing
I wish you could hear here too 
darling.
Julia was here yesterday and
made me a visit. I didnt go to meeting
to-day because I didn’t feel like going 
anywhere. Josie went last Sabbath: 
she was real good. Perhaps you will wonder
what make me write so bad and so 
I will tell you. I am writing on a newspaper
holding it in my lap.
I haven’t had a letter from
your mother for a long time. I saw 
Margaret in H. the other day she said 
you hadn’t answered your ^her last letter
I had half a mind to write to 
Joseph to-day. Your mother wrote to Julia
that he was feeling very badly because 
he didn’t have any letters from home
How my precious husband I will 
write a longer letter when I receive one
from you and just as soon as I receive it
too. Good bye. Take care of your self for the sake of your
Wife.
